
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

December 2022 

NEWSLETTER   

Advent – Prepare 
the Way of the Lord!  

Beginning the Church's 
liturgical year, Advent 
(from, "ad-venire" in 
Latin or "to come to") is 
the season encompassing 
the four Sundays (and 
weekdays) leading up to 
the celebration 
of Christmas.  The 

Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our 
hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end 
of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth 
on Christmas. The final days of Advent, from 17 
December to 24 December, are focused particularly on 
our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of 
our Lord (Christmas). 
     Advent devotions, including the Advent wreath, 
remind us of the real meaning of the season.   

 

8 December – Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (A 
Holy Day of Obligation) 

The Immaculate Conception is the dogma of faith 
stating that the Blessed Virgin was from the first 
instant of her conception, by a singular privilege and 

grace of God, preserved from all stain of original sin. 
Not only is Our Lady free from original sin, she is also  

free from actual sin. That is, she never committed any 
sin during her life, even the smallest venial sin. 

     The feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
December 8,  is the  patronal feastday of the United 
States. From the time of the Fathers of the Church up 
to the Middle Ages, we find explicit reference to the 
freedom of Mary from sin from the first moment of 
her conception. The Eastern Church as early as the 
second half of the 7th Century celebrated the feast of 

the Immaculate 
Conception under 
the title 
"Conception of 
Saint Anne." 

     In the Western 
Church the feast 
was first 
celebrated in 
Ireland. By 840 
AD the feast was 
also celebrated in 
Italy and Spain. In 
1568, the Pope 
extended the 
Feast of the 

Immaculate 
Conception to the 

Universal Church and made it a holy day of obligation 
(except in Australia).  

     Pope Pius IX on 8 December 1854 issued the 
Apostolic Letter Ineffabilis Deus in which he defined as 

an article of Catholic Faith infallibly the doctrine of 
the Immaculate Conception.  Ineffabilis Deus 

(Latin for "Ineffable God") is an apostolic 
constitution by Pope Pius IX. It defines the dogma of 

the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The document was promulgated on 8 

December, 1854, the date of the annual Solemnity of    
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O Mary, conceived without sin. Pray 
for us who have recourse to you. 

December Marian Feast Days  

 

8 December - Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception – Holy Day of Obligation 

12 December - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
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the Immaculate Conception, and followed from a 
positive response to the encyclical Ubi primum. 

 

Mary's immaculate conception                                           
is a pronouncement made ex 
cathedra and is therefore 
considered by the Catholic 
Church to be infallible through 
the extraordinary magisterium. 

 

  

Prior to Pope Pius IX's definition of the Immaculate 
Conception as a Roman Catholic dogma in 1854, 
most missals referred to it as the Feast of the 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The festal 
texts of this period focused more on the action of her 
conception than on the theological question of her 
preservation from original sin. A missal published in 
England in 1806 indicates the same Collect for the 
feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
used for this feast as well.  

The first move towards describing Mary's conception 
as "immaculate" came in the 11th century. In the 15th 
century, Pope Sixtus IV, while promoting the festival, 
explicitly tolerated both the views of those who 
promoted it as the Immaculate Conception and those 
who challenged such a description, a position later 
endorsed by the Council of Trent.[5] 

The proper for the feast of the Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in the Medieval Sarum 
Missal merely addresses the fact of her conception. 
The collect for the feast reads: 

O God, mercifully hear the supplication of thy 
servants who are assembled together on the 
Conception of the Virgin Mother of God, may at her 
intercession be delivered by Thee from dangers which 
beset us 
 

Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima – 
Scheduling Now for 2023 

One goal of the Legion of Mary is to 
promote Our Lady’s intercession 
through the prayer of the Rosary and 
to inspire everyone to be closer to Our 
Lord through Our Blessed Mother. 
Interested in signing up for a home 
visitation? 

This beautiful statue will be delivered 
to your home by Legion of Mary volunteers for a two-
week period of your choice (based on available 
schedule) for you to enjoy personal devotion time with 
Mary.  Repeat visits are possible if open dates are 
available. 

Sign up sheets have been placed in the gathering space 
for anyone wishing to host the traveling statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima in your home.  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Pope’s intentions for the month of 
December: 

Children Who Suffer 
We pray for children who are suffering, 

especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be 
guaranteed access to education and the 

opportunity to experience family 
affection 
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